
































extension, and arrange the stacks so as to
save the librarian steps in getting the books
and bringing them to the delivery coun-
ter. With the open shelf method, the light-
ing and extension must be considered the
same, but now in a great many cases the
librarian stands or sits at her central station
and the readers find their own books, and we
must introduce a new element, viz: the super-
vision of the stack room from the delivery
counter. There is only one arrangement that
promises perfect supervision, viz: the radia-
ting stack, which permits the librarian from
one point to view every aisle between the
book-cases.

It will be found that this form of stack has
other merits. Even if the librarian has to get
the books, it permits going from the delivery
counter to any given book in a straight line.
It, furthermore, gives better lighting than is
possible with parallel book stacks. The aisles
between the cases widen out towards the win-
dows, permitting broader windows and more
efficient lighting .

The radiating stack occupies somewhat
more space than the old type, but the advan-
tages more than offset the slight additional
cost,

Itis, apparently, not as easy to make future
extensions to the radiating stack as it is with
the cases arranged in parallel rows. But it
should be borne in mind that it is not by any
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means easy to build extensions to the old type
of stack, and a careful study of the compara-
tive merits of the two types of stack, will
show that the radiating stack is not greatly
behind the old type in its capacity for exten-
sion. It would be wise, however, to make
the stack room larger at the beginning than
needed for its immediate use, putting in the
book-cases as they are needed. This would
permit leaving out each alternate case, giving
alcoves, which would be greatly appreciated
by thereaders.

The free access plan has obliterated, to a
great degree, the distinction between the
stack room and the reading room. Books are
placed on shelves inthereading room, and the
readers are admitted to the stack room, and the
problem of areference room can often besolved,
practically as well as economically, by keep-
ing the reference books in the stack room and
allowing sufficient open spaces for consulting
them there.

Expansion of the stack room may be made
vertically, as well as horizontally. This was
objected to under the old system, as neces-
sitating the climbing of stairs by the librarian.
But the public will not complain if some of
the books are placed in the gallery in the stack
room. Such a gallery can be arranged so as
to be in full view from the delivery counter.
I conceive of a model stack room as consisting:
of three levels: The main floor on alevel with
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the delivery counter, -containing the popular
works; a basement for government reports
and other bulky volumes of value, but which
are seldom consulted, and a gallery for special
collections of scientific works, to be used
mainly by students. If the main floor is
shelved to its utmost capacity, the gallery
can be made in the form of alcovcs, giving a
series of studies where the reader may be
quiet and find within his reach the works on
his special topic, and each of these alcoves be
under the control of the librarian.

Metal stacks have become justly popular,
and should be of simple pattern, so as not to
collect dust.

Librarian’s Room. In a small library
the librarian’s room can be used for a trus-
tees room, and also for cataloguing purposes.
In the larger libraries it is necessary to have a
separate cataloguing room, and in still larger
libraries there must be a staff room, with pro-
visions for the wraps of the attendants, filing
cabinets for corrzspondence, etc.

Basement and Second Story. The
utilization of these stories is a matter of great
importance for club rooms and purposes not
directly a part of the library work, but natu-
rally and properly allied thereto.

In conclusion, I wish to repeat that the
public library is in a state of evolution. Cer-
tain fundamental principles are clear, and
will not be changed, but we have not yet
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reached an ultimate conclusion on matters of
detail. The librarians have accomplished
great things in the evolution of the public
library, and if the architectural profession has
justly been accused of apathy, such a charge
is now a thing of the past, for not a few ar-
chitects are making serious study of the li-
brary problem and laboring, not without suc-
cess, to meet the exacting requirements of
the question.

It is difficult to close this paper without a
discussion of library design, but I feel it will
be safe to dismiss this with a few words, be-
cause every one knows that the design is the
work of the architect, because the architect is
usually allowed pretty full sway in carrying
out his artistic ideas. It is less understood
that the architect, if he at all fulfills his mis-
sion, must also be acquainted with the prac-
tical working details of the library building,
and the importance of these practical matters
is more apt to be overlooked by building com
mittees than those of design. Therefore ,
this paper has dealt with these practical mat-
ters in the hope that their consideration by
library trustees, librarians and architects to-
gether, will result in a still further advance of
our library architecture.

In regard to design, time permits only a
word of congratulation that the public taste
is improving year by year. There is less
desire for mere show and a vulgar display of
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cheap materials. The revival of classic archi-
tecture is bringing with it an appreciation of
the refinement that characterizes such work,
and a desire that our libraries shall be built of
enduring materials, and shall be nobly and
fitly designed, even though simplicity is
enforced by financial considerations. We
should remember, above all things, not to
lavish our money for the adornment of the
exterior to such an extent as to curtail the
proper treatment of the interior of the build-
ing. There has been great development in
the manufacture of brick, and artistic effects
can be produced in this material. When the
appropriation is small no attempt should be
made to build of stone, for brick is an honest
material, and its possibilities have not yet
been exhausted.

This paper has discussed the library ques-
tion in a logical order: First, the selection
of the librarian and architect, then the work-
ing out of the practical problem, leaving to
the lasta word on the design, for the design of
the building must follow the plan and be a
fitting expression of the purposes and arrange-
ment of the building. The library of today
in its arrangement is a new creation. We

cannot clothe it in second-hand garments. No
more interesting problem is presented to the
architect than the evolution of the library,
first in its practical form, and then in an
artistic expression, that shall fitly represent
the high position the building occupies in the

community. ea







